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Sculptor, architect, painter, playwright, and scenographer, Gian Lorenzo Bernini (1598–1680) was the last of
the great universal artistic geniuses of early modern Italy, placed by both contemporaries and posterity in the
same exalted company as Leonardo, Raphael, and Michelangelo. And his artistic vision remains palpably
present today, through the countless statues, fountains, and buildings that transformed Rome into the
Baroque theater that continues to enthrall tourists today.
It is perhaps not surprising that this artist who defined the Baroque should have a personal life that itself was,
well, baroque. As Franco Mormando’s dazzling biography reveals, Bernini was a man driven by many
passions, possessed of an explosive temper and a hearty sex drive, and he lived a life as dramatic as any of
his creations. Drawing on archival sources, letters, diaries, and—with a suitable skepticism—a hagiographic
account written by Bernini’s son (who portrays his father as a paragon of virtue and piety), Mormando leads
us through Bernini’s many feuds and love affairs, scandals and sins. He sets Bernini’s raucous life against a
vivid backdrop of Baroque Rome, bustling and wealthy, and peopled by churchmen and bureaucrats, popes
and politicians, schemes and secrets.
The result is a seductively readable biography, stuffed with stories and teeming with life—as wild and
unforgettable as Bernini’s art. No one who has been bewitched by the Baroque should miss it.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this Bernini: His Life and His Rome.

Patti Metivier:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Bernini: His Life and His Rome can be
great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mario Rice:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Bernini: His Life and His Rome why because the excellent
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick
up this book.

Stacy Perry:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Bernini: His Life and His Rome can
be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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