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Can a text be used either to validate or to invalidate contemporary understandings? Texts may be deemed
"sacred", but sacred to whom? Do conflicting understandings matter? Is it appropriate to try to offer a
resolution? For Hindus and non-Hindus, in India and beyond, Valmiki is the poet-saint who composed the
epic "Ramayaoa". Yet, for a vocal community of dalits (once called "untouchables"), within and outside
India, Valmiki is God. How then does one explain the popular story that he started out as an ignorant and
violent bandit, attacking and killing travellers for material gain? And what happens when these two accounts,
Valmiki as God and Valmiki as villain, are held simultaneously by two different religious groups, both
contemporary, and both vocal? This situation came to a head with controversial demonstrations by the
Valmiki community in Britain in 2000, giving rise to some searching questions which Julia Leslie now seeks
to address. Exploring the relationship between sacred text and religious meaning, Leslie presents a critical,
text-historical study of the figure of Valmiki drawing on the sacred texts traditionally attributed to him: the
Valmaki "Ramayaoa" and the Yogavasiunha "Ramayaoa", both in Sanskrit. While identifying and examining
the various strands of popular stories concerning Valmiki, Leslie disentangles the earliest evidence for him
from the narrative threads of passing centuries, and considers the implications of that process. This analysis,
illustrated with paintings of Valmiki, makes a contribution both to our understanding of the interlocking
beliefs of many religious communities and to a greater awareness of the problematic relationship between
sacred text and contemporary religious meaning. Useful for students of both the study of religions and South
Asian studies, this book should also be of interest to Indian communities in the diaspora seeking to
understand their roots, including (but not exclusively) the Valmikis.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Glass:

The knowledge that you get from Authority and Meaning in Indian Religions: Hinduism and the Case of
Valmiki may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Authority and
Meaning in Indian Religions: Hinduism and the Case of Valmiki giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having that Authority and Meaning in Indian Religions: Hinduism and the
Case of Valmiki instantly.

Jessie Loudermilk:

This book untitled Authority and Meaning in Indian Religions: Hinduism and the Case of Valmiki to be one
of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it through
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from
your list.

Mark Malek:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Authority and Meaning in Indian Religions:
Hinduism and the Case of Valmiki e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Authority and
Meaning in Indian Religions: Hinduism and the Case of Valmiki as good book but not only by the cover but
also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Dorothy Cropper:

The book untitled Authority and Meaning in Indian Religions: Hinduism and the Case of Valmiki contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have



a nice examine.
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