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Growing up with the twentieth century, Alfred Barr (1902-1981), founding director of the Museum of
Modern Art, harnessed the cataclysm that was modernism. In this book -- part intellectual biography, part
institutional history -- Sybil Gordon Kantor tells the story of the rise of modern art in America and of the
man responsible for its triumph. Following the trajectory of Barr's career from the 1920s through the 1940s,
Kantor penetrates the myths, both positive and negative, that surround Barr and his achievements.

Barr fervently believed in an aesthetic based on the intrinsic traits of a work of art and the materials and
techniques involved in its creation. Kantor shows how this formalist approach was expressed in the
organizational structure of the multidepartmental museum itself, whose collections, exhibitions, and
publications all expressed Barr's vision. At the same time, she shows how Barr's ability to reconcile classical
objectivity and mythic irrationality allowed him to perceive modernism as an open-ended phenomenon that
expanded beyond purist abstract modernism to include surrealist, nationalist, realist, and expressionist art.

Drawing on interviews with Barr's contemporaries as well as on Barr's extensive correspondence, Kantor
also paints vivid portraits of, among others, Jere Abbott, Katherine Dreier, Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Philip
Johnson, Lincoln Kirstein, Agnes Mongan, J. B. Neumann, and Paul Sachs.
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From reader reviews:

William Manwaring:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the
Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins
of the Museum of Modern Art become your personal starter.

Michael Rahn:

The book untitled Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice study.

Anthony Martin:

This Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art is new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Alfred H.
Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Marilyn Oxford:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or



just looking for the Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art when you
essential it?
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