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The increasing numbers of scholars, policy-makers, and political activists who are concerned with questions
of physical and cognitive disability will warmly welcome Henri-Jacques Stiker's book, the first to attempt to
provide a framework for analyzing disability through the ages. Published in 1997 in France as Corps infirmes
et sociétés and available now in an excellent English translation, the book traces the history of western
cultural responses to disability, from ancient times to the present.
In this volume, Stiker examines a fundamental issue in contemporary Western discourse on disability: the
cultural assumption that equality/sameness/similarity is always desired by those in society. He highlights the
consequences of such a mindset, illustrating the intolerance of diversity and individualism that arises from
placing such importance on equality. Importantly, Stiker does not hesitate to assert his own stance on the
issues he discusses: that difference is not only acceptable, but that it is desirable, that it is necessary.
The author goes beyond anecdotal history to traverse a little known history, penetrating to the heart of
collective attitudes and reflecting on elements of policy. The sweep is broad; from a rereading and
reinterpretation of the Oedipus myth to current legislation regarding disablity, he proposes an analytical
history that demonstrates how societies reveal themselves through their attitudes towards disability, at times
in unexpected ways, since the study of detail is often the best entry into the whole of a culture. The book will
be of interest to scholars of disability, historians, social scientists, cultural anthropologists, and those who are
intrigued by the role that culture plays in the development of language and thought surrounding the disabled.
Henri-Jacques Stiker is Director of Research and member of the department of the History and Civilization
of Western Societies, University of Paris VII.
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From reader reviews:

Myrtle Anderson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take A History of Disability (Corporealities: Discourses of Disability) as your daily
resource information.

Isaiah Owen:

The actual book A History of Disability (Corporealities: Discourses of Disability) will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book A History of Disability (Corporealities:
Discourses of Disability) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Mary Stock:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book A History of Disability (Corporealities: Discourses of Disability) it is
very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book features high quality.

Patrice Eubanks:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled A History
of Disability (Corporealities: Discourses of Disability) your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get ahead of. The A History of Disability (Corporealities: Discourses of Disability) giving you another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time



activity?
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