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With the emergence of Hindu nationalism, the conversion of Indians to Christianity has become a volatile
issue, erupting in violence against converts and missionaries. At the height of British colonialism, however,
conversion was a path to upward mobility for low-castes and untouchables, especially in the Tamil-speaking
south of India. In this book, Eliza F. Kent takes a fresh look at these conversions, focusing especially on the
experience of women converts and the ways in which conversion transformed gender roles and expectations.
Kent argues that the creation of a new, "respectable" community identity was central to the conversion
process for the agricultural laborers and artisans who embraced Protestant Christianity under British rule. At
the same time, she shows, this new identity was informed as much by elite Sanskritic customs and ideologies
as by Western Christian discourse. Stigmatized by the dominant castes for their ritually polluting occupations
and relaxed rules governing kinship and marriage, low-caste converts sought to validate their new higher-
status identity in part by the reform of gender relations. These reforms affected ideals of femininity and
masculinity in the areas of marriage, domesticity, and dress. By the creation of a "discourse of
respectability," says Kent, Tamil Christians hoped to counter the cultural justifications for their social,
economic, and sexual exploitation at the hands of high-caste landowners and village elites. Kent's focus on
the interactions between Western women missionaries and the Indian Christian women not only adds depth
to our understanding of colonial and patriarchal power dynamics, but to the intricacies of conversion itself.
Posing an important challenge to normative notions of conversion as a privatized, individual moment in time,
Kent's study takes into consideration the ways that public behavior, social status, and the transformation of
everyday life inform religious conversion.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Huff:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Converting Women: Gender and Protestant Christianity in
Colonial South India can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Paula Royce:

The book untitled Converting Women: Gender and Protestant Christianity in Colonial South India contain a
lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice examine.

Henrietta Belcher:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Converting Women: Gender and Protestant
Christianity in Colonial South India is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sally Canady:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Converting Women: Gender and Protestant
Christianity in Colonial South India to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Converting Women: Gender and Protestant
Christianity in Colonial South India can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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