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In this quietly powerful and eminently readable novel, winner of the prestigious Sinclair Prize, Kenyan
writer Marjorie Macgoye deftly interweaves the story of one young woman’s tumultuous coming of age with
the history of a nation emerging from colonialism.

At the age of sixteen, Paulina leaves her small village in western Kenya to join her new husband, Martin, in
the bustling city of Nairobi. It is 1956, and Kenya is in the final days of the "Emergency," as the British seek
to suppress violent anti-colonial revolts.

But Paulina knows little about, about city life, or about marriage, and Martin’s clumsy attempts to control
her soon lead to a relationship filled with silences, misunderstandings, and unfulfilled expectations. Soon
Paulina’s inability to bear a child effectively banishes her from the confines of traditional women’s roles. As
her country at last moves toward independence, Paulina manages to achieve a kind of independence as well:
She accepts a job that will require her to live separately from her husband, and she has an affair that leads to
the birth of her first child. But Paulina’s hard-won contentment will be shattered when Kenya’s turbulent
history intrudes into her private life, bringing with it tragedy—and a new test of her quiet courage and
determination.

Paulina’s patient struggles for survival and identity are revealed through Marjorie Macgoye’s keen and
sensitive vision--a vision which extends to embrace the whole of a nation and a people likewise struggling to
find their way. As the Weekly Standard of Kenya notes, "Coming to Birth is a radical novel in firmly
asserting our common humanity."

Marjorie Oludhe Macgoye is the award-winning author of Coming to Birth, as well as many other novels
and volumes of poetry. The first African woman writer to receive the Sinclair Prize in 1986, she lives in
Nairobi, Kenya.

Valerie Kibera has taught European and African literature at Kenyatta University, Nairobi. She is editor of
An Anthology of East African Short Stories.

Jean Hay teaches history at the African Studies Center of Boston University.
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From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Coming to Birth (Women
Writing Africa) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Virginia Glass:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader
with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this Coming to Birth (Women Writing Africa).

Charles Adams:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Coming to Birth (Women Writing Africa).

Jacob Hill:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Coming to Birth (Women
Writing Africa) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how
they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your
good habit, you may pick Coming to Birth (Women Writing Africa) become your starter.
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