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The Friday Masowe apostolics of Zimbabwe refer to themselves as “the Christians who don’t read the
Bible.” They claim they do not need the Bible because they receive the Word of God “live and direct” from
the Holy Spirit. In this insightful and sensitive historical ethnography, Matthew Engelke documents how this
rejection of scripture speaks to longstanding concerns within Christianity over mediation and authority. The
Bible, of course, has been a key medium through which Christians have recognized God’s presence. But the
apostolics perceive scripture as an unnecessary, even dangerous, mediator. For them, the materiality of the
Bible marks a distance from the divine and prohibits the realization of a live and direct faith.

Situating the Masowe case within a broad comparative framework, Engelke shows how their rejection of
textual authority poses a problem of presence—which is to say, how the religious subject defines, and claims
to construct, a relationship with the spiritual world through the semiotic potentials of language, actions, and
objects. Written in a lively and accessible style, A Problem of Presence makes important contributions to the
anthropology of Christianity, the history of religions in Africa, semiotics, and material culture studies.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

This A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The Anthropology of Christianity)
usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this A
Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The Anthropology of Christianity) can be one
of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The Anthropology of
Christianity) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Margaret Watkins:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this A Problem of
Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The Anthropology of Christianity).

Salvador Perez:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. With the book A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The Anthropology
of Christianity) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person
must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life at this book A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The Anthropology of
Christianity). You can more appealing than now.

Josephine Mares:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,



novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just seeking the A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The
Anthropology of Christianity) when you essential it?
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