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The story of a rope, a symbol, and rough justice in America.

The hangman’s knot is a simple thing to tie, just a rope carefully coiled around itself up to thirteen times. But
in those thirteen turns lie a powerful symbol, one that is all too deeply connected to America’s past—and
present.
The last man to be hanged in the United States was Billy Bailey, who was executed in Delaware in 1996 for
committing a double murder. Even today, hanging is still legal, in certain situations, in New Hampshire and
Washington. And the noose remains a potent cultural symbol. An incident in Jena, Louisiana, in 2006, in
which nooses were used to menace black students, made national news. Yet little has changed: according to
author Jack Shuler, there have been nearly 100 “noose incidents” just in the last two years.

The Thirteenth Turn unravels these stories, from Judas Iscariot, perhaps the most infamous hanged man, to
the killing of Perry Smith and Richard Hickock, the murderers at the heart of Truman Capote’s In Cold
Blood, and beyond. In his travels across America, Shuler traces the evolution of this dark practice. As he
investigates the death of John Brown, or the 1930 lynching that inspired the song “Strange Fruit,” he finds
that the very places that perpetrated these acts now seek to forget them.

Shuler’s account is a kind of shadow history of America: a reminder that vigilantes and hangmen play a
crucial role in our national story. The Thirteenth Turn is a courageous and searching book that reminds us
where we come from, and what is lost if we forget.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Cluck:

The book The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Jim Weigel:

Here thing why this kind of The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The Thirteenth
Turn: A History of the Noose. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose
in e-book can be your option.

Michelle Shaw:

The reason? Because this The Thirteenth Turn: A History of the Noose is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Mark Gallegos:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Thirteenth Turn: A History of
the Noose which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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