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Like no other conflict in our history, the Civil War casts a long shadow onto modern America," writes David
Eicher. In his compelling new account of that war, Eicher gives us an authoritative modern single-volume
battle history that spans the war from the opening engagement at Fort Sumter to Lee's surrender at
Appomattox (and even beyond, to the less well-known but conclusive surrender of Confederate General
Edmund Kirby Smith in Galveston, Texas, on June 2, 1865). Although there are other one-volume histories
of the Civil War -- most notably James M. McPherson's Pulitzer Prize-winning "Battle Cry of Freedom,"
which puts the war in its political, economic, and social context -- "The Longest Night" is strictly a military
history. It covers hundreds of engagements on land and sea, and along rivers. The Western theater, often
neglected in accounts of the Civil War, and the naval actions along the coasts and major rivers are at last
given their due. Such major battles as Gettysburg, Antietam, and Chancellorsville are, of course, described in
detail, but Eicher also examines lesser-known actions such as Sabine Pass, Texas, and Fort Clinch, Florida.
The result is a gripping popular history that will fascinate anyone just learning about the Civil War while at
the same time offering more than a few surprises for longtime students of the War Between the States. "The
Longest Night" draws on hundreds of sources and includes numerous excerpts from letters, diaries, and
reports by the soldiers who fought the war, giving readers a real sense of life -- and death -- on the
battlefield. In addition to the main battle narrative, Eicher analyzes each side's evolving strategy and
examines thetactics of Lee, Grant, Johnston, Sherman, and other leading figures of the war. He also discusses
such militarily significant topics as prisons, railroads, shipbuilding, clandestine operations, and the
expanding role of African Americans in the war. "The Longest Night" is a riveting, indispensable history of
the war that James McPherson in the Foreword to this book calls "the most dramatic, violent, and fateful
experience in American history."
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Wallace:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Longest
Night: A Military History of the Civil War? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Gary McIntosh:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Longest Night: A Military History of
the Civil War will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Edward Salazar:

The book The Longest Night: A Military History of the Civil War can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Longest Night: A
Military History of the Civil War? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book The Longest Night: A Military History of the Civil War has simple shape however you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Bruce Patton:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Longest Night: A Military History of the Civil War.
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