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At 3:17 p.m. on March 18, 1937, a natural gas leak beneath the London Junior-Senior High School in the oil
boomtown of New London, Texas, created a lethal mixture of gas and oxygen in the school’s basement. The
odorless, colorless gas went undetected until the flip of an electrical switch triggered a colossal blast. The
two-story school, one of the nation’s most modern, disintegrated, burying everyone under a vast pile of
rubble and debris. More than 300 students and teachers were killed, and hundreds more were injured. As the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the catastrophe approaches, it remains the deadliest school disaster in U.S.
history. Few, however, know of this historic tragedy, and no book, until now, has chronicled the explosion,
its cause, its victims, and the aftermath. Gone at 3:17 is a true story of what can happen when school
officials make bad decisions. To save money on heating the school building, the trustees had authorized
workers to tap into a pipeline carrying “waste” natural gas produced by a gasoline refinery. The explosion
led to laws that now require gas companies to add the familiar pungent odor. The knowledge that the tragedy
could have been prevented added immeasurably to the heartbreak experienced by the survivors and the
victims’ families. The town would never be the same. Using interviews, testimony from survivors, and
archival newspaper files, Gone at 3:17 puts readers inside the shop class to witness the spark that ignited the
gas. Many of those interviewed during twenty years of research are no longer living, but their acts of heroism
and stories of survival live on in this meticulously documented and extensively illustrated book.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

This Gone at 3:17: The Untold Story of the Worst School Disaster in American History tend to be reliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Gone at 3:17: The Untold Story of
the Worst School Disaster in American History can be one of several great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Gone at 3:17: The Untold Story of the
Worst School Disaster in American History giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Kent Dennis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Gone at 3:17: The Untold Story of the
Worst School Disaster in American History e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Gone at 3:17: The Untold Story of the Worst School Disaster in American History as good book not simply
by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Mary Kasten:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list will be Gone at 3:17: The Untold Story of the Worst School
Disaster in American History. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Rhonda Lanham:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Gone at 3:17: The Untold Story of the Worst School Disaster in
American History was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to



get book you wanted.
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