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Book Description:

"The Barddas of Iolo Morganwg is a collection of writings, largely forged, about ancient Welsh Bardic and
Druidic beliefs. Although the author of this work is cited as J. Williams Ab Ithel, he was actually the editor,
who pieced it together from manuscripts written by Iolo Morganwg. Iolo Morganwg (1747-1826), itinerant
poet and scholar, was a key figure in the Druid revival of the 19th century. He was personally responsible for
reviving the Welsh national poetry contest, the Gorsedd. On June 21st, 1792, Midsummer evening, Iolo and
a dozen other Welsh poets gathered on Primrose Hill in London and held the first Gorsedd in hundreds of
years. Iolo was a Welsh patriot and held revolutionary views; he was a personal friend of Tom Paine, and
George Washington subscribed to his first volume of poetry. He is said to have influenced both William
Blake's poetry and Robert Grave's White Goddess. He revived the concept that the Welsh explorer Madoc
discovered America. This led to an expedition to Mandan territory in the Great Plains, which found no trace
of the Welsh, but was one of the inspirations for Thomas Jefferson's Lewis and Clarke expedition.

Iolo Morganwg's contributions to world culture are still with us today; there is an extensive neo-Druid
movement; and the Gorsedd (and Welsh nationalism) are still going strong. The Gorsedd is held annually
during the Eisteddfod in Wales, a festival of Welsh culture. Two other Celtic regions, Cornwall and Brittany,
have also adopted the Gorsedd.

Iolo Morganwg, born Edward Williams, a native speaker of both English and Welsh, spent his entire life
collecting and transcribing mediaeval Welsh documents, as well as writing poetry under his own byline. He
was also a first-rate literary forger of ancient Welsh; some have commented that his forgeries were as good
or better than the real thing. Furthermore, he wrote much of the Barddas under the influence of laudanum (an
opium-based medication which he took for asthma). Scholars have spent two centuries trying to establish
which parts of his extensive writings purporting to be based on ancient manuscripts are genuine, and which
he wrote personally. Our understanding is still very murky. For these reasons, Iolo's writings are considered
highly controversial.

Because Druidic beliefs were exclusively transmitted orally, we have no primary accounts of it, so there is
practically nothing to compare this text with. What we do know is summarized neatly in the Preface to this
work, and consists of a few excerpts from classical authors. The longest account is from Julius Caesar, who
was more interested in exterminating Druids, so he was hardly a disinterested observer.

However, this is one of those visionary texts which is worth reading for its own merits, irrespective of
whether it is 'genuine' or not. Taken at face value, the Barddas remains a fascinating text. It has resonances
with the Upanishads, Kabbalah, and Freemasonry. The Bardic alphabet presented in the 'Symbol' section is



completely invented, based on Runic and Ogham, and has utility as a magical alphabet. However it is about
as genuine as the alphabets of J.R.R. Tolkien. The 'Theology' section appears to be based on Iolo's peculiar
Christian views (he described himself as a Unitarian Quaker). 'Theology' also contains a great number of
Triads, some of which may be from authentic ancient Bardic lore. The 'Wisdom' section has a great deal of
mythopoetic information, some of which is authentic, some not. The Barddas is great reading if you are at all
interested in the ancient Druids, as long as you keep in mind the background of its creation." (Quote from
sacred-texts.com)
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Hicks:

The book The Barddas of Iolo Morganwg, Vol. I & II: A Collection of Original Documents, Illustrative of
the Theology, Wisdom, and Usages of the Bardo-Druidic System of the Isle of Britain (Forgotten Books)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading through a book The Barddas of Iolo Morganwg, Vol. I & II: A Collection of Original
Documents, Illustrative of the Theology, Wisdom, and Usages of the Bardo-Druidic System of the Isle of
Britain (Forgotten Books) for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
available and read a e-book The Barddas of Iolo Morganwg, Vol. I & II: A Collection of Original
Documents, Illustrative of the Theology, Wisdom, and Usages of the Bardo-Druidic System of the Isle of
Britain (Forgotten Books). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kirby Paradiso:

This The Barddas of Iolo Morganwg, Vol. I & II: A Collection of Original Documents, Illustrative of the
Theology, Wisdom, and Usages of the Bardo-Druidic System of the Isle of Britain (Forgotten Books) book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That The Barddas of Iolo Morganwg, Vol. I & II: A Collection of
Original Documents, Illustrative of the Theology, Wisdom, and Usages of the Bardo-Druidic System of the
Isle of Britain (Forgotten Books) without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Barddas of Iolo Morganwg, Vol. I & II: A Collection
of Original Documents, Illustrative of the Theology, Wisdom, and Usages of the Bardo-Druidic System of
the Isle of Britain (Forgotten Books) can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Barddas of Iolo
Morganwg, Vol. I & II: A Collection of Original Documents, Illustrative of the Theology, Wisdom, and
Usages of the Bardo-Druidic System of the Isle of Britain (Forgotten Books) having great arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Myrtle Galloway:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television,
planning to beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do
you want to something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option
to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Barddas of Iolo Morganwg, Vol.
I & II: A Collection of Original Documents, Illustrative of the Theology, Wisdom, and Usages of the Bardo-



Druidic System of the Isle of Britain (Forgotten Books) can be great book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Joseph Cosgrove:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Barddas of Iolo Morganwg, Vol. I & II: A Collection of
Original Documents, Illustrative of the Theology, Wisdom, and Usages of the Bardo-Druidic System of the
Isle of Britain (Forgotten Books). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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